
CLEAN MILES
STANDARD

A gradually increasing requirement for the total number of ZEV miles
traveled annually, reaching 90% in 2030.

A gradually decreasing requirement for the overall greenhouse gas
emissions per passenger mile, reaching 0 grams per passenger mile in
2030. 

Pathways to achieve this requirement include electrifying and improving
the fuel efficiency of their fleets, increasing the share of pooled trips they
provide, reducing deadhead miles, investing in bike and pedestrian
infrastructure, and connecting people to public transit.

What is the Clean Miles Standard? 
The Clean Miles Standard is a first-of-its-kind regulation designed to transition
ride hailing fleets to zero-emissions vehicles (ZEVs). The California Air
Resources Board’s proposed standard contains two components:

A JOURNALIST GUIDE TO CALIFORNIA'S

ELECTRIFYING RIDE HAILING SERVICES

State legislators directed the Air Resource Board to pursue 
policy to cut climate pollution from ride hailing services in 
2018, with the passage of the Electrify California Ride-
hailing bill (SB 1014).

The Clean Miles Standard will avoid an estimated 1,810,000 
metric tons of CO2 pollution by 2031—the equivalent to 
more than 390,000 gasoline cars driven for a year. 

https://sd09.senate.ca.gov/news/20180913-governor-signs-senator-skinner%E2%80%99s-electrify-california-ride-hailing-e-car-bill
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/regact/2021/cleanmilesstandard/isor.pdf
https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/regact/2021/cleanmilesstandard/isor.pdf


Staff report released: March 31, 2021 
Vote on final proposal: Expected May 20, 2021

When will the standard go into effect?
The standard would begin gradually increasing the percentage of
ZEV miles travelled annually beginning in 2023. 

Policy Timeline: 

Ride-hailing trips are 69% more polluting than the trips
they replace, according to the Union of Concerned

Scientists. 

A non-pooled Uber or Lyft ride is 47% more polluting
than a private car trip, according to the Union of

Concerned Scientists. 

Electrifying a single full time ride-hailing vehicle,
which averages roughly 40,000 miles per year, can have

the same emissions impact as electrifying three
private vehicles.

The rise of ride-hailing services has increased air pollution, 
congestion, and vehicle miles traveled in U.S. cities.

Ride hailing trips often replace climate-friendly forms of 
transportation like public transit or walking. 

Because ride hailing vehicles tend to drive more miles annually
than other vehicles, transitioning these vehicles to ZEVs will have
an outsized impact on air quality and climate pollution-- and
provide an opportunity for drivers to save money on fuel and
maintenance.

Why target ride hailing fleets for electrification?

Impacts of electrifying ride hail vehicles:

https://www.sfcta.org/projects/tncs-and-congestion
http://www.schallerconsult.com/rideservices/sharingride.htm
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/Ride-Hailing%27s-Climate-Risks.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/ride-hailing-problem-climate#:~:text=Ride%2Dhailing%20trips%20have%20a,47%20percent%20more%20carbon%20emissions.
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/Ride-Hailing%27s-Climate-Risks.pdf
https://www.ucsusa.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/Ride-Hailing%27s-Climate-Risks.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt15s1h1kn/qt15s1h1kn.pdf?t=pw4rht
https://escholarship.org/content/qt15s1h1kn/qt15s1h1kn.pdf?t=pw4rht


Uber and Lyft have both committed to
electrifying their fleets and reducing
their greenhouse gas emissions, and it’s
important that they step up and support
drivers in transitioning to electric
vehicles. 

UCS estimates that it would cost less
than 4 cents per ride hailing mile driven
to cover the up-front costs of drivers
needing to switch to ZEVs, which allows
drivers to reap the savings from lower
fuel and maintenance costs. Companies
must shoulder these minor costs—
existing state programs to reduce the
upfront costs of transitioning to an EV
should not serve as a substitute for
investment by ride hailing companies.

During the implementation phase of the
policy—which will be managed by the
California Public Utilities Commission—
there will be an important opportunity
to ensure that companies support
drivers in transitioning. The CPUC will
have the authority to establish detailed
reporting requirements, assess
companies’ compliance, and levy
penalties. 

Transitioning fleets to zero-
emission vehicles will benefit
cities and drivers. But who
pays? Driving an electric vehicle will save ride

hailing drivers thousands of dollars on
fuel and maintenance costs compared
to gasoline cars, while improving air
quality.

The typical EV owner that does the 
majority of their charging at home can 
expect to save between $800 to $1,000 
a year on fuel costs over an equivalent 
gasoline car. For ride hailing drivers, 
who typically travel three times as 
many miles as the average driver, the 
annual savings will be even greater. 

The maintenance costs for an EV are 
around half the cost of maintaining a 
gasoline car—savings that add up to 
around $4,600 over the lifetime of the 
car.

How drivers can save with
electric vehicles?

The proposed standard would not
require every ride hailing driver to
switch to an EV, even by 2030. This rule
prioritizes the electrification of high
mileage drivers, who have the greatest
potential fuel and maintenance
savings. CARB projects that just 43% of
ride hailing vehicles would need to
transition to ZEVs to meet the 2030
target of 90% ZEV miles traveled
annually.

Will the standard require
every ride hailing driver to
switch to an electric vehicle?

Experts Available
To speak to Elizabeth Irvin, Senior 
Transportation Analyst, Union of 
Concerned Scientists contact:

Chloe Zilliac 
650-644-8259
chloe@sunstonestrategies.org

https://www.consumerreports.org/hybrids-evs/evs-offer-big-savings-over-traditional-gas-powered-cars/
https://www.consumerreports.org/hybrids-evs/evs-offer-big-savings-over-traditional-gas-powered-cars/
https://www.ucsusa.org/about/people/elizabeth-irvin

