
 

November 14, 2023 

 

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden Jr.  

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  

Washington, DC 20500 

 

To: President Biden 

 

We write to you in a year during which the world has witnessed an unprecedented spate of devastating climate-fueled 

disasters, alongside record-breaking global average temperatures and record levels of atmospheric greenhouse gas 

concentrations. As scientists deeply concerned about the acceleration of climate change and the huge shortfall in efforts 

thus far to address it, we call on you to commit to more ambitious actions from the United States in the lead-up to and at 

the annual United Nations climate conference, COP28, in Dubai at the end of this year. This is the best path to ensure 

commensurate ambition from other countries as we seek to solve this grave global challenge together. 

From the beginning of your administration's term, you have elevated climate science and clearly communicated the 

seriousness of the climate crisis. You have secured important progress through the Inflation Reduction Act and regulations 

and administrative actions to limit heat-trapping emissions. Yet, under your administration, the United States remains a 

leading producer and exporter of fossil fuels, and our nation continues to fail to contribute its fair share of funding for 

global climate efforts. Meanwhile, the deeply inequitable nature of this crisis is causing mounting climate loss and 

damage to communities around the world that have contributed practically nothing to the problem. We urge you to 

increase the ambition of domestic climate action—including through accelerating a just and equitable clean energy 

transition, rejecting the expansion of new long-lived fossil fuel infrastructure, investing in climate resilience, and ramping 

up climate finance—while working toward the strongest possible agreement at COP28. 

As scientists from multiple disciplines who study and understand climate impacts and solutions, we urge you to commit to 

the following actions to help ensure meaningful, comprehensive, and scientifically necessary progress at COP28: 

• Agree to a fast and fair phaseout of all fossil fuels (coal, oil, and gas), with clear timelines and science-

informed targets for the near and long term, and supported by finance for low- and middle-income countries for a 

clean energy transition. There are no plausible scenarios to stabilize global temperatures at well below 2˚ C and as 

close to 1.5˚ C as possible without dramatic reductions in global fossil fuel use, starting now. The transition away 

from coal and toward clean energy is well underway in the United States. Yet oil and gas corporations continue to 

expand production to record-breaking levels, undermining climate goals, and deepening harm and environmental 

injustices in communities near fossil fuel infrastructure. 

• Ramp up climate finance for low- and middle-income countries so they can also make a clean energy 

transition expeditiously, reaping tremendous public health and economic benefits while also contributing to 

climate goals. The global clean energy transition must advance economic, environmental, and social justice, and 

ensure access to safe and reliable energy for people around the world, especially those living in poverty. At the 

same time, climate-vulnerable countries need scaled-up funding for adaptation so they can be more resilient in the 

face of the worsening climate crisis. The United States has repeatedly fallen short in its commitments to climate 

finance, which undermines our credibility on the global stage and impedes our ability to build trust with partner 

nations. 

• Operationalize the Loss and Damage Fund, working together with other countries, so it can quickly be 

resourced and provide funding for low- and middle-income nations reeling from extreme climate impacts for 

which ordinary adaptation measures are no longer feasible. Establishing this fund was a crucial breakthrough at 



COP27 last year, and the Transitional Committee is drafting recommendations for operationalizing it at COP28. 

The United States must play a constructive role in ensuring that the Fund moves forward with a robust and 

inclusive governance structure, and a clear commitment from the United States and other rich countries to live up 

to their responsibilities to pay into it, including through levies on fossil fuel polluters. 

• Protect international climate negotiations from fossil fuel industry interference and corporate 

disinformation and greenwashing. The presence of fossil fuel interests has been growing rapidly at recent 

COPs, and their influence is demonstrably harmful to ambitious climate action. For decades, fossil fuel 

companies, their surrogates and allies have lied about climate science and obstructed climate policies. They pay 

lip service to net-zero goals while continuing to grow their profits and expand their polluting operations. With this 

year's COP being held in the United Arab Emirates under a COP presidency whose fossil fuel interests run 

counter to necessary climate action, it is vital that the United States publicly resist interference by fossil fuel 

interests, as well as greenwashing that delays or impedes a fossil fuel phaseout, in the final agreement at COP28, 

and beyond. 

We call on you and your administration to make these commitments so that together, the global community can greatly 

improve the chances of preserving a safe and healthy future for people and the planet. The actions of the United States—

as the world's wealthiest nation and the single largest contributor to historical heat-trapping emissions—matter greatly. 
And if our country acts boldly and fairly, we can unlock greater ambition from other nations. The world is watching, and 

this is a crucial moment for the United States to join with other world leaders and demonstrate genuine progress toward 

solving a crisis that is rapidly spiraling out of control. 

Signed, 

(affiliations listed for identification purposes only) 

Rose Abramoff, PhD, Earth Scientist, Ronin Institute 

Rachel Cleetus, PhD, Policy Director, Climate and Energy Program, Union of Concerned Scientists 

Belay B. Demoz, PhD, Professor Director, JCET/GESTAR II, University of Maryland–Baltimore County 

Peter Gleick, PhD, Member, US National Academy of Sciences and MacArthur Fellow 

Katharine Hayhoe, PhD, Horn Distinguished Professor and Endowed Chair in Public Policy and Public Law, Texas 

Tech University 

Gregory S. Jenkins, PhD, Professor, Meteorology and Atmospheric Sciences, Penn State University, Alliance for 

Education, Science, Engineering and Design with Africa 

Andrew Kricun, PE, Civil Engineer 

Naomi Oreskes, PhD, Henry Charles Lea Professor of the History of Science, Affiliated Professor of Earth and Planetary 

Sciences, Harvard University 

Luis E. Ortiz, PhD, Assistant Professor, George Mason University 

Ben Pauli, PhD, Associate Professor of Social Science, Kettering University 

Nathan G. Phillips, PhD, Professor, Boston University 

Jorge Ramos, PhD, Executive Director, Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve, Stanford University 

Geoffrey Supran, PhD, Associate Professor of Environmental Science and Policy, Director of Climate Accountability 

Lab, Rosenstiel School of Marine, Atmospheric, and Earth Science, University of Miami 

Lucky Tran, PhD, Director of Science Communication, Columbia University 

Aradhna Tripati, PhD, Professor, Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences, Institute of the Environment and 

Sustainability, University of California–Los Angeles 

Sandra Whitehead, PhD, Associate Professor & Director, Sustainable Urban Planning Program, George Washington 

University 

Sacoby Wilson, PhD, MS, Professor and Director, T.H.E. EJ Lab, Maryland Institute for Applied Environmental Health, 

School of Public Health, University of Maryland–College Park; 2022 Sierra Club Robert Bullard Environmental Justice 

Award Recipient 

Nezahualcoyotl Xiuhtecutli, PhD, National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition 

Gary Yohe, PhD, Wesleyan University (Emeritus); longtime senior member of the IPCC and Vice-Chair of the Third US 

National Climate Assessment 
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Gary Adler, M.A./M.S. 



Michele Alexander, Ph.D., National Institutes of Health (Retired) 

Matt Alles, B.A./B.S. 

Nabeel Alshamma, M.A./M.S. 

Anne Altor, Ph.D. 

Arshad Ameen, M.A./M.S. 

Marc Anderson, P.E. 

Judith Anderson, Ph.D. 

Joseph Angelo, Ph.D. 

Dave Arndt, B.A./B.S. 

Juan Artes, Ph.D., UMass Lowell 

Amy Arth, D.V.M. 

Henry Auer, Ph.D., Global Warming Blog 

Stephen Bachhuber, M.D. 

James Bachman, M.A./M.S. 

Jonathan Bailin, Ph.D. 

Norman Baker, Ph.D. 

Richard Baker, Ph.D. 

Amani Bakri, Ph.D., Federal Ministry of Education 
Roger Bales, Ph.D., University of California, Merced 

Michael Balsai, Ph.D. 

Jeremy Baptist, M.D. 

Evie Barber, M.A./M.S. 

Virginia Barber, M.D. 

Tsing Bardin, Ph.D. 

Noël Barstow, M.A./M.S. 

Oron Bass, M.A./M.S. 

Jerry Sue Bassalleck, Ph.D. 

Ernst Bauer, Ph.D. 

Michael Baumer, M.A./M.S. 

Richard Baumgartner, Ph.D. 

William G. Bauza, M.A./M.S., Frontier Middle School 

Gary Baxel, B.A./B.S. 

Elizabeth Beaudoin, D.V.M. 

Jennifer Becker, M.A./M.S. 

Nola Becket, M.A./M.S., Oregon Health & Science University 

William Beckett, M.D., Harvard Medical School (Retired) 

Peter Belau, B.A./B.S. 

Douglas Benedict, M.A./M.S. 

Michael Bergman, Ph.D. 

Steven Berl, M.A./M.S. 

Nancy Berman, M.A./M.S. 

Joe Bernstein, Ph.D.University of Chicago 

Julie Bernstein, Ph.D. 

Kevin Bissonnette, D.V.M. 

Jason Black, M.A./M.S. 

Michael Bleicher, Ph.D., University of Wisconsin – Madison 

Rich Blish, Ph.D., Spansion (Retired) 

John Bloszies, D.V.M. 

Robert Bloyer, D.C., M.T. 

H. Thomas Blum, M.D. 

Bruce Bonecutter, Ph.D. 

Peter Borden, M.A./M.S. 

Mary Bostick, Ph.D. 

Helen Boucher, Ph.D. 

Jan Boudart, M.A./M.S., Nuclear Energy Information Service 

Richard Bourgin, Ph.D. 



Kathryn Bourgoin, M.D. 
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